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practical character of Roman life was never lost sight of,
their use never became Identical with that in the Greek
schools. Gymnastic and dancing were never introduced; the
former was taught only in connection with military training,
and the latter, If ever, in the home. To the legal tendency,
the systematizing character, and the practical bent of the
Roman mind, the study of grammar recommended itself, and
it is in this subject that the educational activities of these
schools are seen to the best advantage. The elements of
Latin grammar were formulated early in the Imperial period,
though the particular form given to the subject in later ages
was the immediate work of Donatus (fourth century) and
Priscian (fifth century).
Qtiintilian has furnished a general account of the work of
these schools at their best. The master read with the pupils
a wide selection of poets and historians, of which the Latin-
ized Homer, Vergil, and Horace were the standards. Com-
ment was made upon both substance and literary form, and
especial attention was given to oral reading, as preliminary
to oratorical training. This was followed by elaborate ex-
ercises in paragraphing, composition, and verse writing. A
much used form of exercise was the assignment of a theme
in the form of a quotation or maxim from some writer, to be
taken as the basis of an elaborate thesis or composition.
This then was declaimed According to Professor Jullien
such theses followed this outline: (a) a panegyric upon the
author, (6) the expansion of the thought, (*:) the explanation
and defense of the principle underlying the thought, (</) a
comparison of the thought with similar ideas of other authors,
(e) confirmatory quotations or incidents, (/) practical ex-
hortation. Through the training in declamation afforded by
these exercises the work of the grammatical school merged
into that of the rhetorical school. But the main purpose of
the former was different from that of the latter: in the gram-
matical school the object was to give a mastery of the lati